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The Commission has issued updated_in- 
structions to Volunteer-Examiner Coordinators. 
The new guidelines have an effective date of 
January 1, 1985. VEC's act as the testing link 
between the FCC's Gettysburg licensing facil- 
ity and the Volunteer Examiner. 


The major change concerns prior FCC 
notification of amateur radio operator test ses- 
sions. The previous instructions (dated Novem- 
ber 1984) required VECs to notify in writing 
the Engineer-in-charge of FCC District Offices 
having jurisdiction over the area where the 
examination is to be held. The purpose of this 
notification was to provide local FCC field 
offices with test date/site information so that 
they could properly respond to amateur radio 
operator exam inquiries. 


This notification had to be be made at 
least 30 days in advance of the examination 
session registration deadline. The formal notif- 
ication required the VEC to advise the FCC of 
the test date, time, place, test registration 
requirements and the amount of reimbursement 
fee (if any) and where and how it is to be 
paid. The Consumer Assistance Branch of the 
FCC's Gettysburg, PA, facility also had to be 
notified. 


We wrote the FCCs Personal Radio 


their notification requirements were very bur- 
densome. “Amateurs that want to administer 
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testing or be tested do not want to wait six 
weeks or more (additional time is needed to 
get the test session request to the VEC and 
for the VEC to notify the FCC) to participate 
in the program," I wrote. 


We also advised the FCC that many test 
sessions were not open to the public "for 
example small test sessions involving examina- 
tions being administered in an individual's home 
such as to the handi-capped... tests conducted 
at the end of a license upgrade school... and 
others." We requested that the "30 day FCC 
notification requirement" be made optional and 
mandatory only for examinations given at pub- 
lic/amateur gatherings where the event dates 
are Known well in advance such as at hamfests. 
The PRB responded to our request by elimina- 
ting the notification requirement entirely. 


The new rules will greatly speed up test 
administration. VE's now only have to advise 
the VEC that a test session will be held and 
request appropriate testing information. We 
have changed our own VEC program guidelines 
to reflect the FCC notification changes. 


Effective immediately it is only neces- 
sary for our Volunteer Examiners to advise us 
of the: 

(1.) - City & State that a test will take place 
in. (We don't need to know the facility.) 

(2.) - Date(s) of the test session. 

(3.) - Name, call sign, address, and telephone 
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number of the contact Volunteer Examiner. 


Our Volunteer Testing Program utilizes’ 
amateur radio operator testing materials avail-| 
able in the commercial! publishing marketplace. ' 
We approve specific examinations for admini- 
stration by our VE's at test sessions. Although 
we prefer a written note of an upcoming test 
session, we can even do this by telephone! 


While the FCC has eliminated their 
notification requirements, they have retained 
the "public announcement" that a VE must 
make before test sessions can be held. This 
public announcement can be in any form in- 
cluding an announcement at a club meeting, 
club bulletin release, posted handbill at the 
local ham equipment supplier or an announce- 
ment on your local repeater. 


The public announcement must show the 
amount of reimbursement (test) fee required 
from each candidate and where and how it is 
to be paid. 
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DAYTON HAMVENTION SPECIAL AIR FARE 
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Want to save more than a third on your 
air fare to the 1985 Dayton HamVention? With 
the cooperation of Piedmont airlines, we have 
come up with a special deal for ham operators 
attending HamVention-'85. Last year we 
arranged for a special fare for Dallas amateurs 
going to Dayton with Piedmont Airlines’ Dallas- 
/Ft. Worth Customer Service Manager, Maurice 
Booth. 


Maurice also happens to be a_ ham, 
WD4RGU and is well aware of the Dayton Ham- 
Vention. HamVention is, by far, the world's 
largest convention of amateur radio operators 
and the largest convention held annually in 


Dayton, Ohio. They expect 25,000 participants 
this year. We talked about expanding the spe- 


cial fare program throughout their system for’ 


the 1985 HamVention to be held April 26, 27, 
and 28, 1985, at Dayton's Hara Arena. Maurice 
arranged for Piedmont's Convention Sales De- 
partment in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, to 
contact us. We now have arranged for a: 


"W5YI HamVention Special" 
35% OFF THE REGULAR COACH AIRFARE 


throughout the entire Piedmont system. Dayton 
is a "hub" for Piedmont and they have direct 
(mostly non-stop) flights from San Francisco, } 
Los Angeles, Denver, Dallas, Chicago, Cincin- 
nati, Louisville, Miami, Tampa, Baltimore, Bos- 
ton, Orlando, Detroit, South Bend, New York, 
Philadelphia and many, many other cities. We 
are being sent a "Convention Package" from 
Piedmont, but this has not arrived yet. 


A special toll-free telephone number 
(1-800-334-8644) has been established for Ham- 
Ventioneers to call in their reservations. This 
special fare is also available through travel 
agents. Piedmont will take your air line reser- 
vation and quote you 35% off the regular 
coach fare price. You must depart and return 
within a 10-day period of the HamVention. 
Payment for your airline ticket can be by 
credit card... or at the terminal when you 
leave. 


The name of the Convention Sales Rep- 
resentative at this Winston-Salem, NC, toll- 
free number (1-800-334-%44) is Ellie Goforth. 
Contact her if you have any problems. Be sure 


to ask for the "W5YI HamVention Special" air 
fare. 


Please give this special HamVention fare 
the widest possible publicity since it is the 
first time that any airline has offered a special 
fare solely for ham operators attending a ham- 
fest. Publish this information in your club bul- 
letins if at all possible... tell your friends. If 
this program is successful, it will be repeated 
next year again. 


Amateurs desiring hotel accomodations 
should contact: Dayton HamVention Housing; 
1980 Kettering Tower; Dayton, Ohio 45423 - 
(Tel: 513-223-2612) 

The ARRL Southwest Division Conven- 
tion promises to be a "biggy!" It will be held 
aboard the Queen Mary berthed in Long Beach, 
California, August 9 to ll. Barry Goldwater, 
K7UGA, will be the banquet speaker. Roy Neal 
(K6DUE of NBC News), Dave Sumner (K1ZZ 
League General Manager) and N3AKD (Chris 
Imlay, ARRL Legal Beagle) also on the same 
program. The famed rhombic farm of Don Wal- 
lace, W6AM, also will be available to register- 
ed attendees! They really think big out there! 


ESTIONS A booklet containing 
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MOR THE MEDIA THE MILITARY 


A unprecedented cloak of secrecy has 
been thrown over the next launch in the Space 


Shuttle series scheduled for January 23rd. It is 
the first time in 20 years that NASA has de- 
viated from promoting its launches. It is also 
the first military launch for NASA or at least 
the first one that we know about. 


Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger 
recently called in four separate news outfits 
(NBC-TV, CBS-TV, the AP and space industry 
publication, Aviation Week and Space Technol- 
ogy) and requested that they not release the 
information they had acquired. But at least 
two other publications (who weren't called in) 
have spilled the beans and Weinberger's hot 
about it. 


The Washington Post and "Science News" 
(a weekly newletter-type publication) both said 
that the launch payload consisted of a highly 
classified military payload that could monitor 
electronic intelligence automatically and relay 
it back to Washington. The spy satellite can 
intercept radio, telephone and satellite trans- 
missions and collect radio telemetry from Sov- 
iet missile tests. The "bird" will be parked (in 
synchronous orbit) above the Soviet Union. 


At issue here is not the release of the 
information, but "the public's right to know..." 
NBC News said Governments can invoke nat- 
ional security to cover up mistakes or to pre- 
vent embarrassment. The press is still smarting 
over the Grenada incident when they were fro- 
zen out. They probably will never forget (or 
forgive) the incident. 


A news blackout was invoked by the DOD 
as ham operator, Mark Barattella (KA2ORK), 
reported to the world about the invasion from 
under a table at a medical school campus while 
war waged around him. News journalists were 
herded on neighboring Barbados Island. 


The December 1984 issue of "TV_Tech- 
nology" (a broadcast journal) tells about the 
National Association of Broadcasters opposing 
an FCC proposal to restrict use of amateur 
radio for newsgathering. The NAB said "broad- 
casters should be able to use amateur radio 
facilities for newsgathering during emergencies 
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ficient or unavailable." The FCC says "No".... 
that that is a professional use of ham radio. 


The recent clash between the military 
and the media could result. in the Pentagon 
seeking tighter restrictions on the flow of mili- 
tary information. Great Britain has an "Official 


Freedom of the Press. Weinberger is in favor 
of additional legislation to deter people from 


between the rights and responsibilities of the 
military and the media continue. 
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U.S, RF_ RADIATION STANDARDS_AWAITED 


The FCC will probably require broad- 
casters to construct facilities in compliance 
with federal limits governing hazardous RF 
radiation. We are still awaiting, however, both 
Environmental Protection Agency and FCC 
rulemaking. 


The federal limits on radiation have not 
yet been set. We received a phone call about a 
month ago from Richard A. Tell, Chief of the 
EPA Non-lonizing Radiation Branch at Las 
Vegas, NV. Rick, also an Extra Class ham 
(K5UJU), took issue with some of my previous 
statements about RF radiation. I asked him to 
send us the correct data, but this still has not 
been received here. 


The FCC could issue rulemaking ahead of 
the EPA, since, as I understand it, the FCC 
action is not dependent upon the action of the 
EPA. The EPA is in the process of soliciting 
public comment on a RF radiation guideline. 


The Commission could enforce one of the 
standards recommended by two other agencies, 
OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Admini- 
stration) and the non-governmental ANSI 
(American National Standards Institute.) 


OSHA reccomends an exposure limit of 
10 mW/cm for six minutes a day while ANSI's 
standard is a frequency-dependent 1 mW/cm 
guideline. Amateur radio equipment makers are 
particularly concerned since VHF/UHF hand- 
held ham transceivers exceed these limits. The 
FCC's RF Radiation docket number is Gen. 
79-144, 
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number of the contact Volunteer Examiner. 


Our Volunteer Testing Program utilizes’ 
amateur radio operator testing materials avail-| 
able in the commercial publishing marketplace. 


We approve specific examinations for admini- 
stration by our VE's at test sessions. Although 
we prefer a written note of an upcoming test 
session, we can even do this by telephone! 


While the FCC has eliminated their 
notification requirements, they have retained 
the "public announcement" that a VE must 
make before test sessions can be held. This 
public announcement can be in any form in- 
cluding an announcement at a club meeting, 
club bulletin release, posted handbill at the 
local ham equipment supplier or an announce- 
ment on your local repeater. 


The public announcement must show the 
amount of reimbursement (test) fee required 
from each candidate and where and how it is 
to be paid. 
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DAYTON HAMVENTION SPECIAL AIR FARE 
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Want to save more than a third on your 
air fare to the 1985 Dayton HamVention? With 
the cooperation of Piedmont airlines, we have 
come up with a special deal for ham operators 
attending HamVention-'85. Last year we 
arranged for a special fare for Dallas amateurs 

oing to Dayton with Piedmont Airlines' Dallas- 
Ft. Worth Customer Service Manager, Maurice 
Booth. 


Maurice also happens to be a _ ham, 
WD4RGU and is well aware of the Dayton Ham- 
Vention. HamVention is, by far, the world's 
largest convention of amateur radio operators 
and the largest convention held annually in 


Dayton, Ohio. They expect 25,000 participants 
this year. We talked about expanding the spe- 


cial fare program throughout their system for 


the 1985 HamVention to be held April 26, 27, 
and 28, 1985, at Dayton's Hara Arena. Maurice 
arranged for Piedmont's Convention Sales De- 
partment in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, to 
contact us. We now have arranged for a: 


"W5YI HamVention Special" 
35% OFF THE REGULAR COACH AIRFARE 


throughout the entire Piedmont system. Dayton 
is a "hub" for Piedmont and they have direct 


(mostly non-stop) flights from San Francisco, | 


Los Angeles, Denver, Dallas, Chicago, Cincin- 
nati, Louisville, Miami, Tampa, Baltimore, Bos- 
ton, Orlando, Detroit, South Bend, New York, 
Philadelphia and many, many other cities. We 
are being sent a "Convention Package" from 
Piedmont, but this has not arrived yet. 


A special toll-free telephone number 
(1-800-334-8644) has been established for Ham- 
Ventioneers to call in their reservations. This 
special fare is also available through travel 
agents. Piedmont will take your air line reser- 
vation and quote you 35% off the regular 
coach fare price. You must depart and return 
within a 10-day period of the HamVention. 
Payment for your airline ticket can be by 
credit card... or at the terminal when you 
leave. 


The name of the Convention Sales Rep- 
resentative at this Winston-Salem, NC, toll- 
free number (1-800-334-8644) is Ellie Goforth. 
Contact her if you have any problems. Be sure 
to ask for the "W5YI HamVention Special" air 
fare. 


Please give this special HamVention fare 
the widest possible publicity since it is the 
first time that any airline has offered a special 
fare solely for ham operators attending a ham- 
fest. Publish this information in your club bul- 
letins if at all possible... tell your friends. If 
this program is successful, it will be repeated 
next year again. 


Amateurs desiring hotel accomodations 
should contact: Dayton HamVention Housing; 
1980 Kettering Tower; Dayton, Ohio 45423 - 
(Tel: 513-223-2612) 

The ARRL Southwest Division Conven- 
tion promises to be a "biggy!" Tt will be held 
aboard the Queen Mary berthed in Long Beach, 
California, August 9 to 11. Barry Goldwater, 
K7UGA, will be the banquet speaker. Roy Neal 
(K6DUE of NBC News), Dave Sumner (K1ZZ 
League General Manager) and N3AKD (Chris 
Imlay, ARRL Legal Beagle) also on the same 
program. The famed rhombic farm of Don Wal- 
lace, W6AM, also will be available to register - 
ed attendees! They really think big out there! 


Arlington, TX - 76012 


3 
(817) 461-6443 


lass) now available for $2.50 


de and all 1600 actual test ques- 


INATION QUESTIONS A booklet containing 


OR EXAM 
Operator Study Gui 


AATEUR_ RADIO OPERAT( 
the FCC Amateur Radio 
tions for all ham classes (Novice through Extra C 
THE W5YI REPORT; 1020 Byron Lane 
Note our new phone number.... 


AMATEUR R 
(postpaid) from: 


Page #9 


January 15, 1985 


WS5YI REPORT ceeee 


I contacted the League, but Dave was 3rd Party Reciprocal 
tied up and couldn't talk to me. I later phoned Traffic Operating: 
him at his home and reached a recording. U.S./Canada Crest eee 

Guyana X xX ne 

Dave returned my call on the weekend. | Fed.Rep./Germany X xX 
The question that I had for Dave was "Why | Haiti X X X ve 
would an outdated pay-scale be published on | Honduras 4 x xX X 
the League bulletin board in the first place." | Iceland Xx Xx 
Sumner acknowledged that the pay scale was | India Xx Xx 
there, but that it was an old one that he had | Indonesia X X 
taken down several times over the years - only | Rep. of Ireland 6 78 
to have it returned there by "someone." He | Israel me x bs 4 
didn't know who. i Italy X Xx 

Jamaica X X X X 
THIRD PARTY & RECIPROCAL OPERATIONS | Jordan Xx Xx 
Kiribati x 

The following is a current list of | Kuwait X 
countries that have third party traffic and | Liberia X Xx 
reciprocal operating privileges with the United | Luxembourg X Xx 
States and Canadian amateurs. Rep. of Malta Xx 


Mexico X X 


* = Automatic 3rd Party Reciprocal | Monaco X 
Reciprosity (No Traffic Operating: | Netherlands Antilles X 
permit required) U.S./Canada_ U.S./ Canada | Netherlands X X 
: New Zealand X X 
Antigua & Barbuda X X Nicaragua X X X X 
Argentina xX Xx Xx Northern Ireland X xX 
Australia X X X x Norway X X 
Austria X Xx Rep. of Panama X X X 
The Bahamas Xx X Papua New Guinea X 
Barbados x X Paraguay X X 
Belgium X X Peru X X X X 
Belize xX X Philippines xX X 
Bolivia X X Rep. of Poland X 
Rep. of Botswana. X X Portugal X X 
Brazil xX Xx X St. Lucia Xx Xx X 
Canada (*) Peewee X - Senegal X 
Chile X X X X Seychelles Xx 
Colombia Koes X X Sierra Leone X 
Costa Rica Xx X X Xx Solomon Islands X 
Cuba X Spain Xx 
Dominica Gains x St.Vincent/Grenadines X 
Dominican Republic X X X X Suriname X 
Denmark Xx X Swaziland Xx 
Ecuador X X xX Sweden X X 
E! Salvador x X X Switzerland X X 
Bali X Trinidad & Tobago X Xx X 
Finland X Tuvalu X 
France Xx Xx United Kingdom X Xx 
The Gambia X United States (*) - X - X 
Ghana X Uruguay X Xx X Xx 
Greece X x Venezuela x X X X 
Grenada X xX Xx X Yugoslavia x ve 
Guatemala X X X bo 4ULITU/Geneva x 


MORE ON THE MEDIA THE MILITARY 


A unprecedented cloak of secrecy has 
been thrown over the next launch in the Space 


Shuttle series scheduled for January 23rd. It is 
the first time in 20 years that NASA has de- 
viated from promoting its launches. It is also 
the first military launch for NASA or at least 
the first one that we know about. 


Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger 
recently called in four separate news outfits 
(NBC-TV, CBS-TV, the AP and space industry 
publication, Aviation Week and Space Technol- 
ogy) and requested that they not release the 
information they had acquired. But at least 
two other publications (who weren't called in) 
have spilled the beans and Weinberger's hot 
about it. 


The Washington Post and "Science News" 
(a weekly newletter-type publication) both said 
that the launch payload consisted of a highly 
classified military payload that could monitor 
electronic intelligence automatically and relay 
it back to Washington. The spy satellite can 
intercept radio, telephone and satellite trans- 
missions and collect radio telemetry from Sov- 
iet missile tests. The "bird" will be parked (in 
synchronous orbit) above the Soviet Union. 


At issue here is not the release of the 
information, but "the public's right to know..." 
NBC News said Governments can invoke nat- 
ional security to cover up mistakes or to pre- 
vent embarrassment. The press is still smarting 
over the Grenada incident when they were fro- 
zen out. They probably will never forget (or 
forgive) the incident. 


A news blackout was invoked by the DOD 
as ham operator, Mark Barattella (KA2ORK), 
reported to the world about the invasion from 
under a table at a medical school campus while 
war waged around him. News journalists were 
herded on neighboring Barbados Island. 


The December 1984 issue of "TV_Tech- 
nology" (a broadcast journal) tells about the 
National Association of Broadcasters opposing 
an FCC proposal to restrict use of amateur 
radio for newsgathering. The NAB said "broad- 
casters should be able to use amateur radio 
facilities for newsgathering during emergencies 
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ficient or unavailable." The FCC says "No".... 
that that is a professional use of ham radio. 


The recent clash between the military 
and the media could result. in the Pentagon 
seeking tighter restrictions on the flow of mili- 
tary information. Great Britain has an "Official 
that sort of runs contrary to 
Freedom of the Press. Weinberger is in favor 
of additional legislation to deter people from 


between the rights and responsibilities of the 
military and the media continue. 
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US, RE RADIATION STANDARDS AWAITED 

The FCC will probably require broad- 
casters to construct facilities in compliance 
with federal limits governing hazardous RF 
radiation. We are still awaiting, however, both 
Environmental Protection Agency and FCC 
rulemaking. 


The federal limits on radiation have not 
yet been set. We received a phone call about a 
month ago from Richard A. Tell, Chief of the 
EPA Non-lIonizing Radiation Branch at Las 
Vegas, NV. Rick, also an Extra Class ham 
(K5UJU), took issue with some of my previous 
statements about RF radiation. I asked him to 
send us the correct data, but this still has not 
been received here. 


The FCC could issue rulemaking ahead of 
the EPA, since, as I understand it, the FCC 
action is not dependent upon the action of. the 
EPA. The EPA is in the process of soliciting 
public comment on a RF radiation guideline. 


The Commission could enforce one of the 
standards recommended by two other agencies, 
OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Admini- 
stration) and the non-governmental ANSI 
(American National Standards Institute.) 


OSHA reccomends an exposure limit of 
10 mW/cm for six minutes a day while ANSI's 
standard is a frequency-dependent 1 mW/cm 
guideline. Amateur radio equipment makers are 
particularly concerned since VHF/UHF hand- 
held ham transceivers exceed these limits. The 
FCC's RF Radiation docket number is Gen. 
79-144, 


"RADIO MARTI" HAS YET TO APPEAR 


scheduled to be beamed to Cuba, is still not on 
the air even though all barriers were removed 
more than a year ago. Congress appropriated 
$14 million for "Marti" in 1984 and $11 million 
for fiscal 1985. 


The AM broadcast station, named after a 
Cuban revoluntionary hero, was to have started 
broadcasting under the auspices of the Voice 
of America by now. The purpose of "Marti" is 
to break the monopoly that the Cuban govern- 
ment has on news. The station will broadcast 
from Marathon Key, Florida, on 1180 khz, a 
frequency shared with WHAM(AM) - Rochester 
NY. Marti's staff will be located in Washing- 
ton, DC, however. 


Apparently the delay is caused by 
bureaucratic "red tape." The VOA says they 
are having trouble getting security clearances 
for its newly recruited staff. About half of the 
178 staff positions have been filled. 


The AM broadcast industry is bracing 
themselves for Cuban news beamed to the 
United States once "Marti" becomes opera- 
tional. Congress has approved a taxpayer paid 
"compensation plan" for U.S. broadcasters who 
are damaged by Cuban interference. 
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Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, may upgrade! 
He is studying the code and using the AEA 
"Doctor DX" for a half an hour every evening. 
In a letter to Mike Lamb, N7ML, president of 
Advanced Electronic Applications, Goldwater 
said that he was "still having little problems 
copying as fast as I'd like to... I'm not up to 
20 words a minute yet. If I say on Doctor DX, 
I'm sure in the devil going to get there." 


Barry also mentioned another "new simu- 
lator for Morse training" that AEA is building 
and asked to be notified when it was avail- 
able... "I would like to pick one up just to keep 
my hand at code." 


"Doctor DX" takes amateurs on a make- 
believe DX-pedition. A microprocessor based 
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make-believe CW radio provides two-way fake 
DX contacts at varying audio levels and 
speeds. Apparently it is a barrel of fun and 
you increase your code copying ability at the 
same time. "I don't think there are words to 
describe just what Doctor DX will do for any 
amateur," Goldwater wrote. 


© De EDO 


The ARRL has filed two petitions for 
rulemaking with the FCC. RM-4879 requests an 


amendment of the rules governing the Amateur 
Radio Service to permit automatic control of 
amateur digital communications. RM-4880 asks 
that Part 97.6l(a) be changed to allow F2 
emissions in the 29.500 to 29.700 MHz 10- 
meter subband. 


The FCC has adopted an Order making 
“editorial amendments" to Part 97. The changes 
are effective December 6, 1984 No comment 
period was authorized since the order "deleted 
obsolete terms, corrected omissions and pro- 
vided better editorial uniformity." Amendments 
included Table of Contents changes and dele- 
tions of references to the Conditional Class 
license, 160-meter LORAN provisions, and FCC 
examination points. The FCC also added a 200 
kilometer radius (124 mile) 420-450 MHz RF 
protection area adjacent to Warner Robins Air 
Force Base in Georgia. Amateurs in this zone 
must operate with reduced power outputs (no 
more than 50 watts PEP) unless expressly auth- 
orized by the Commission. 


"J am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator an 
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The following countries forbid radio com- 
munication with amateurs in their jurisdiction: 


Burma, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Somali, Turkey, 
Yemen and Zaire. 


aw 


Special Canadian Navy amateur prefixes 
have been authorized by the DOC for both 


active and inactive Naval personnel. Between 
April Ist and May 3!st, VE's may use CF, VO 
can use VC, and CY for VY. The special pre- 
fixes commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 
Canadian Navy. 


The current amateur population of Can- } 
ada is 22,697 with the the province of Ontario 
having the most: 8,633. There are twice as 
many amateurs in California than all of Can- 
ada. The Canadian amateur service is growing, 
but only at a rate of 3-4% a year In 1983, 
21,822 were licensed in Canada; 1982, 21,225. | 


he W5YI Report program. If so. please send a 


IRBORNE T PHONE CALLING EXPANDS 


Airfone provides air-to-ground radio tel- 
ephone service to the nation's airline passen- 
gers who get their phone calls charged to their 
credit cards. Air One, American, Delta, East- 
ern, Northwest, Pan Am, Republic, United, 
TWA... have all signed on. Northwest is cur- 
rently logging about 600 calls a day. It costs 
about $20,000 to equip an aircraft with Air- 
fone. The airlines get a 11-14% commission. 


The airlines that have the system inplace 
report that customer response has been favor- 
able but that additional ground stations are 
needed in the northwest to allow full national 
coverage. The company currently has 37 ground 
stations. Airfone's on-board computers auto- 
matically contact the farthest ground station 
in front of the airliner when calls are placed. 
Each station can handle 31 simultaneous single 
sideband calls. 


To place a call you simply insert any of 
six major credit cards into an Airfone unit 
mounted on the cabin wall and take the re- 
leased portable cordless handset back to your 
seat and dial the number. You get your credit 
card back when you return the handset. Phone 
calls cost $7.50 for the first three minutes and 
$1.25 for each minute thereafter regardless of 
distance. Calls can last up to 45 minutes at a 
cost of $62.50. 


Last November, the FCC said Airfone 
was an unnecessary luxury that would not be 
popular and denied Airfone a permanent fre- 
quency slot in the 900-MHz band. The Commis- 
sion did, however, authorize them a one year 
extension of their experimental license. 


Airfone president Jack Goeken said the 
one year reprieve will prove the FCC wrong. If 
the service is well accepted, Airfone stands a 
good chance of obtaining spectrum on a perm- 
anent basis although they may have to share it 
with the Mobile Satellite Service. At present 
they use 4-MHz of paired spectrum at 944-947 
and 899-901 MHz. Goeken is no stranger to 
regulatory battles. He is a founder and past 
president of MCI Communications Corporation. 
Goeken Communications has spent some 550 
million in the last seven years to develop the 
public air-to-ground telephone system. 
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PAY PHONES BECOME VENDING MACHINES! 


The newest electronic money-maker may 
well turn out to be private pay phones! The 
FCC ruled last year that it is legal to own 
your own pay phone. Some entrepreneurs are 
getting a three month return on investment by 
selling local calls for 25 cents each from 
phones tied to. a private commercial line. 


But all is not smooth sailing. Some states 
have taken a position that they govern the in- 
terconnection of customer-provided coin tele- 
phones to the network. A Petition has been 
filed by Universal Payphone Corporation asking 
the FCC to issue a declaratory ruling that 
state and local tarriffs governing private pay 
phones are invalid. 


Los Angeles based National Pay Tele- 


phone Corporation also hopes to tap the pri- 
vate pay phone business by installing phones 
that accept Visa, MasterCard and American 
Express credit cards. They have just begun in- 
stalling pay phones in Las Vegas Hotels. 


capeoape 


UPDATE ON DIAL-A-PORN CURTAILMENT 

You will remember the "Dial-A-Porn" bit 
we did in the December Ist issue. For those of 
you that didn't get that report: the FCC, the 
New York telephone company, Congress, and a 
federal court are embroiled in a controversy 
regarding how to stop youngsters from dialling 
sexually explicit tape-recorded messages avail- 
able over the phone lines. The fight against 
Dial-A-Porn is led by Representative Thomas 
Bliley (R-VA) 


After legislation by Congress, the BGC 
ruled that "Dial-A-Porn" could only be made 
available to nighttime callers or the "message" 
had to be paid for by a credit card. A federal 
court found this to be unconstitutional and in 
violation of the First Amendment. 


Now comes word that Bliley has asked 
the FCC to take another crack at rules pre- 
venting children from dialling the service. Ina 
letter to Mark Fowler, FCC Chairman, Bliley 
suggests that the FCC require callers to pre- 
sent secret code numbers to gain access to 
dial-a-porn recordings. He didn't say where 
these "secret code numbers" should come from. 
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" IO MARTI" HAS YET TO APPEAR make-believe CW radio provides two-way fake 
DX contacts at varying audio levels and 
"Radio Marti," the U.S "news broadcasts"{ speeds. Apparently it is a barrel of fun and 
scheduled to be beamed to Cuba, is still not on] you increase your code copying ability at the 
the air even though all barriers were removed | same time. "I don't think there are words to 
more than a year ago. Congress appropriated | describe just what Doctor DX will do for any 
$14 million for "Marti" in 1984 and $11 million | amateur," Goldwater wrote. 
for fiscal 1985. as 
The ARRL has filed two petitions for 
The AM broadcast station, named after a | rulemaking with the FCC. RM-4879 requests an 
Cuban revoluntionary hero, was to have started | amendment of the rules governing the Amateur 
broadcasting under the auspices of the Voice | Radio Service to permit automatic control of 
of America by now. The purpose of "Marti" is | amateur digital communications. RM-4880 asks 
to break the monopoly that the Cuban govern- | that Part 97.61(a) be changed to allow F2 
ment has on news. The station will broadcast | emissions in the 29.500 to 29.700 MHz 10- 
from Marathon Key, Florida, on 1180 khz, a | meter subband. 
frequency shared with WHAM(AM) - Rochester 
NY. Marti's staff will be located in Washing- The FCC has adopted an Order making 
ton, DC, however. "editorial amendments" to Part 97. The changes 
are effective December 6, 1984 No comment 
Apparently the delay is caused by | period was authorized since the order "deleted 
bureaucratic "red tape." The VOA says they | obsolete terms, corrected omissions and pro- 
are having trouble getting security clearances | vided better editorial uniformity." Amendments 
for its newly recruited staff. About half of the | included Table of Contents changes and dele- 
178 staff positions have been filled. tions of references to the Conditional Class 
license, 160-meter LORAN provisions, and FCC 
The AM broadcast industry is bracing | examination points. The FCC also added a 200 
themselves for Cuban news beamed to the | kilometer radius (124 mile) 420-450 MHz RF 
United States once "Marti" becomes opera- | protection area adjacent to Warner Robins Air 
tional. Congress has approved a taxpayer paid | Force Base in Georgia. Amateurs in this zone 
"compensation plan" for U.S. broadcasters who | must operate with reduced power outputs (no 
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ADVANCED ASS VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS | Under present FCC policy, General Class 
amateurs (and higher) can administer the Nov- 
We received a letter from QCWA Vice fice exam, and Advanced Class volunteers can 
President, Leland W. Smith W5KL, regarding |give the Technician test. But it takes Extra 
the Volunteer Examining program. He said that |Class level VE's to administer the General, 
the QCWA Board of Directors discussed the }|Advanced and Extra Class amateur tests, which 
possibility of filing a petition with the FCC to |are, by far, the most popular examinations. 
lower the code speed requirements for General |And it is a fact that most testing sessions 
class licensees to 10 w.p.m. administer all examinations... Technician 
through Extra Class... which requires Extra 
The primary purpose of the petition as, [Class volunteer examining teams. This is why 
Smith understands it, would be to permit Ad- |we decided to accredit only Extra Class VE's 
vanced Class licensees to give General Class }|in our own program. 
examinations and "relieve what is rumored to 
be a serious shortage of Volunteer Examiners While a 10-wpm code test would cer- 
with Extra Class licenses." The thinking here is |tainly be adequate for a General Class ama- 
that since Advanced Class amateurs have |teur, in my opinion a better petition to file 
passed 13 w.p.m. they could "legally" adminis- | would be one that asks the FCC to adhere to 
ter 10 w.p.m. since they have passed a higher | the origiMal concept enacted by Congress... 
speed. that being to allow Advanced Class amateurs 
to administer the 13-wpm code test since they 
Smith asked me if there was a real | hold a higher class license. Advanced is higher 
shortage of VE's and are applicants being | than General... even though they both require 
denied the opportunity to take the tests. a 13 w.p.m. code speed. 


I do not own a significant 


I have never had my station or 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 
license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old." 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 
operator license revoked or suspended. 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


Public Law 97-259 signed by President This would allow Advanced Class volun- 
Reagan on September 13, 1982, allows the FCC | teers to administer the Technician and General 
to "accept and employ the voluntary and un- | Class, and Extra Class volunteers to give Ad- 
compensated services of any individual who | vanced and Extra tests. I can envision groups 
holds an amateur station operator license of a | of Advanced VE's administering only the Tech- 
higher class than the class license for which | nician and General test sessions... and Extras’ 


are damaged by Cuban interference. more than 50 watts PEP) unless expressly auth- the examination is being conducted." Thus, | administering Elements 4A, 4B and IC. I can't 
cm orized by the Commission. according to the law approved by Congress, an | envision Advanced class teams administering 
Advanced Class amateur can not only admin- | only the Technician Class. 
! ‘ , : 3 
DWATER... COPYING THE CODE AGAIN: | The following countries forbid radio com- ister the General written examination but the 


munication with amateurs in their jurisdiction: 


Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, may upgrade! | purma, Ir Libya, Pakistan, Somali, Turke 
He is studying the code and using the AEA ak ai wie Siena ki! i 2 


"Doctor DX" for a half an hour every evening. 
In a letter to Mike Lamb, N7ML, president of 
Advanced Electronic Applications, Goldwater 
said that he was "still having little problems 
copying as fast as I'd like to... I'm not up to 
20 words a minute yet. If I say on Doctor DX, 
I'm sure in the devil going to get there." 


13 w.p.m. code test as well. As far as there being a shortage of 
Extra Class examiners and are applicants being 
It was the FCC in implementing PL 97-| denied examinations... Our experience has been 
259 that modified this in their Report and] that there are many Extra Class accredited 
Order issued a year later (September 22, 19 83.) | VE's that have chosen to remain inactive and, 
After reviewing the comments, the Commission | Yes, there is a shortage of active VE's. 
adopted rules which allowed the Technician/- 
General written (Element 3) examination to be We get letters every day from appli- 
administered by a team of three Advanced] cants that want to be tested. We need more 
Class volunteer examiners. active Volunteer Examiners. Sad to say, but it 
appears that many VE's do not know where to 
All Morse code tests, however, and the] start or lack the organizational ability to get 
Advanced and Extra Class (Element 4A and 4B] testing going in their area. 
written) can only be administered by teams of 
Extra Class amateurs. So while teams of three Another reason may be excessive "red 
Advanced Class amateurs can administer the} tape" or (in our case) the previous high cost of 
Element 3 written, it still takes another team] testing materials. We have arranged with the 
of three Extra Class amateurs to administer | West Radio School for testing materials to be 
the 13-wpm code test. available at a very low cost... Read on. 


Special Canadian Navy amateur prefixes 
have been authorized by the DOC for both 


active and inactive Naval personnel. Between 
April Ist and May 31st, VE's may use CF, VO's 
can use VC, and CY for VY. The special pre- 
fixes commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 


F : nadian Navy. 
Barry also mentioned another "new simu- Ca y 


lator for Morse training" that AEA is building Lie PUC ren ania euce Doouiation Of: Gane 
and asked to be notified when it was avail- ada Gerreoyardwihcdhenwauncesot Satarie 
able... "I would like to pick one up just to keep having the most: 8633. There are twice as 
OTE GOES many amateurs in California than all of Can- 
ada. The Canadian amateur service is growing, 
but only at a rate of 3-4% a year In 1983, 
21,822 were licensed in Canada; 1982, 21,225. 


"Doctor DX" takes amateurs on a make- 
believe DX-pedition. A microprocessor based 


copy of your Extra-Class license, this statement, and a-SASE 
Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 


to: W5YI - VEC, PO Box #10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER 
You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 


under The W5YI Report program. If so, please send a 


IRBORNE TELEPHONE CALLING EXPANDS 


Airfone provides air-to-ground radio tel- 
ephone service to the nation's airline passen- 
gers who get their phone calls charged to their 
credit cards. Air One, American, Delta, East- 
ern, Northwest, Pan Am, Republic, United, 
TWA... have all signed on. Northwest is cur- 
rently logging about 600 calls a day. It costs 
about $20,000 to equip an aircraft with Air- 
fone. The airlines get a 11-14% commission. 


The airlines that have the system inplace 
report that customer response has been favor- 
able but that additional ground stations are 
needed in the northwest to allow full national 
coverage. The company currently has 37 ground 
stations. Airfone's on-board computers auto- 
matically contact the farthest ground station 
in front of the airliner when calls are placed. 
Each station can handle 31 simultaneous single 
sideband calls. 


To place a call you simply insert any of 
six major credit cards into an Airfone unit 
mounted on the cabin wall and take the re- 
leased portable cordless handset back to your 
seat and dial the number. You get your credit 
card back when you return the handset. Phone 
calls cost $7.50 for the first three minutes and 
$1.25 for each minute thereafter regardless of 
distance. Calls can last up to 45 minutes at a 
cost of $62.50. 


Last November, the FCC said Airfone 
was an unnecessary luxury that would not be 
popular and denied Airfone a permanent fre- 
quency slot in the 900-MHz band. The Commis- 
sion did, however, authorize them a one year 
extension of their experimental! license. 


Airfone president Jack Goeken said the 
one year reprieve will prove the FCC wrong. If 
the service is well accepted, Airfone stands a 
good chance of obtaining spectrum on a perm- 
anent basis although they may have to share it 
with the Mobile Satellite Service. At present 
they use 4-MHz of paired spectrum at 944-947 
and 899-901 MHz. Goeken is no stranger to 
regulatory battles. He is a founder and past 
president of MCI Communications Corporation. 
Goeken Communications has spent some $50 
million in the last seven years to develop the 
public air-to-ground telephone system. 
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PAY _ PHONES BECOME VENDING MACHINES! 


The newest electronic money-maker may 
well turn out to be private pay phones! The 
FCC ruled last year that it is legal to own 
your own pay phone. Some entrepreneurs are 
getting a three month return on investment by 
selling local calls for 25 cents each from 
phones tied to. a private commercial line. 


But all is not smooth sailing. Some states 
have taken a position that they govern the in- 
terconnection of customer-provided coin tele- 
phones to the network. A Petition has been 
filed by Universal Payphone Corporation asking 
the FCC to issue a declaratory ruling that 
state and local tarriffs governing private pay 
phones are invalid. 


Los Angeles based National Pay Tele- 
phone Corporation also hopes to tap the pri- 


vate pay phone business by installing phones 
that accept Visa, MasterCard and American 
Express credit cards. They have just begun in- 
stalling pay phones in Las Vegas Hotels. 


UPDATE ON DIAL-A-PORN CURTAILMENT 


You will remember the "Dial-A-Porn" bit 
we did in the December Ist issue. For those of 
you that didn't get that report: the FCC, the 
New York telephone company, Congress, and a 
federal court are embroiled in a controversy 
regarding how to stop youngsters from dialling 
sexually explicit tape-recorded messages avail- 
able over the phone lines. The fight against 
Dial-A-Porn is led by Representative Thomas 
Bliley (R-VA) 


After legislation by Congress, the FCC 
ruled that "Dial-A-Porn" could only be made 
available to nighttime callers or the "message" 
had to be paid for by a credit card. A federal 
court found this to be unconstitutional and in 
violation of the First Amendment. 


Now comes word that Bliley has asked 
the FCC to take another crack at rules pre- 
venting children from dialling the service. Ina 
letter to Mark Fowler, FCC Chairman, Bliley 
suggests that the FCC require callers to pre- 
sent secret code numbers to gain access to 
dial-a-porn recordings. He didn't say where 
these "secret code numbers" should come from. 


220-MHZ REPEATER COORDINATION SNAFU 


Arnold L. Chase, WAIRYZ, of West 
Hartford, Connecticut, has ordered his attorney 
to file for "injunctive relief" in federal court 
against a repeater that was officially coordi- 
nated just 70 miles from his WINI club re- 
peater. Chase owns the equipment and main- 
tains the repeater. The Tri-State Repeater 
| Council is the recognized New York/New Jer- 
sey/Connecticut coordinating authority. Its 


president, Stephen A. Mendelsohn, WA2DHF, is 
also the ARRL's Hudson Division Vice Director. 


When Mendelsohn got word of the fed- 
eral injunction and imminent suit, he overruled 
his 220 MHz repeater coordinator and asked 
the new Westchester County (NY) repeater to 
remain off of the air... at least temporarily. 
The Chase legal action for "negligence" against 


chester repeater has resigned effective Janu- 
ary 1, 1985, after serving for two years. He 
told us that the resignation was "for personal 
reasons not connected with this incident." 


A suit in federal court has been pre- 
pared, however, by Chase, a broadcast TV sta- 
tion owner, in the event the offending WB2ZII 
Westchester Emergency Communications Asso- 
ciation repeater returns to the airwaves. 


The 220-MHz repeater operated by Chase 
sits on 700 foot "Rattlesnake Mountain" on his 
1300 foot commercial broadcast UHF-TV tower 
in Farmington, Connecticut - a West Hartford 
suburb. It has one hundred mile plus coverage 
and, according to Chase, "has been on the air 
for close to ten years." He said the coordinator 
erred drastically in assigning another repeater 
to his pair. 


According to Glenn, the Chase repeater 
is not coordinated in its present location. "The 
machine was moved from Avon, Connecticut (7 
miles away), without our consent. The letter 
that I eventually got said they were moving, 
but did not ask for re-coordination." Glenn also 
said that the letter wasn't sent to him, but to 
Mendelsohn, the Tri-State Repeater Council 
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the Tri-State Repeater Council is now on 
"hold". 

The 220-MHz coordinator, Peter B. 
Glenn, KC2KI, who coordinated the West- 
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president. "The repeater move was made by 
telling us, not asking us." Glenn said he 
thought the West Hartford repeater was still in 
it's old location with substantially less cover- 
age when the Westchester repeater was coordi- 
nated. "Even so, the Westchester repeater is 
70 miles away." 


"Our coordination guidelines state that 
we maintain a 70 mile on-channel separation be- 
tween repeaters with a maximum radius for 
user protection of 35 miles," Glenn said. "A 
repeater that changes its erp (effective radiat- 
ed power) by more than 3 db or more than 50 
feet in height must be recoordinated and it 
was not. I felt that the Westchester repeater 
was a legal coordination. The West Hartford 
repeater was not coordinated. Mendelsohn feels 
differently." 


"I don't think that the Westchester re- 
peater should have to go off the air, but, as a 
Council, we cannot afford a suit. If we had the 
money, we would file a counter suit against 
the guy for running an uncoordinated machine. 
We have every 220 MHz. repeater pair coordi- 
nated in the area." Glenn said that "these 
views were his own." 


Paul S. Vydareny, WB2VUK, of North 
Tarrytown, NY, is the trustee of the West- 


chester repeater. He said that they purchased 
new equipment at a cost of over $2,000 and 
that he has local amateurs very upset with him 
since he has turned off the machine that they 
all chipped in $150 each to buy... along with 
their own personal transceivers. He said he will 
take no action if he is coordinated another 
220-MHz pair. 


As it stands now, the West Hartford 
WINI repeater continues to operate in its new 
location, Mendelsohn has ordered the West- 
chester repeater off-the-air, and the 220-MHz 
coordinator has quit. There are no uncoordi- 
nated 220 pairs in the area. Chase has a fede- 
ral law suit all set to go if the Westchester 
repeater shows up on his repeater frequency 
pair. It will be interesting to learn how this 
mess all turns out. It does point out one thing. 
There are more amateur repeaters - particular- 
ly in metropolitan areas - than spectrum to 
accomodate them and the demand for repeater 
pairs is mounting... and so is the squabbling. 


‘PO Box #10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 


“to: WOYI - VEC, 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 


You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 
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ADVANCED ASS VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS 


Under present FCC policy, General Class 
amateurs (and higher) can administer the Nov- 
fice exam, and Advanced Class volunteers can 
give the Technician test. But it takes Extra 
Class level VE's to administer the General, 
Advanced and Extra Class amateur tests, which 
are, by far, the most popular examinations. 
And it is a fact that most testing sessions 
administer all examinations... Technician 
through Extra Class... which requires Extra 
Class volunteer examining teams. This is why 
we decided to accredit only Extra Class VE's 
in our own program. 


We received a letter from QCWA Vice 
President, Leland W. Smith W5KL, regarding 
the Volunteer Examining program. He said that 
the QCWA Board of Directors discussed the 
possibility of filing a petition with the FCC to 
lower the code speed requirements for General 
class licensees to 10 w.p.m. 


The primary purpose of the petition as, 
Smith understands it, would be to permit Ad- 
vanced Class licensees to give General Class 
examinations and "relieve what is rumored to 
be a serious shortage of Volunteer Examiners 
with Extra Class licenses." The thinking here is 
that since Advanced Class amateurs have 
passed 13 w.p.m. they could "legally" adminis- 
ter 10 w.p.m. since they have passed a higher 
speed. 


While a 1l0-wpm code test would cer- 
tainly be adequate for a General Class ama- 
teur, in my opinion a better petition to file 
would be one that asks the FCC to adhere to 
the origifal concept enacted by Congress... 
that being to allow Advanced Class amateurs 
to administer the 13-wpm code test since they 
hold a higher class license. Advanced is higher 
than General... even though they both require 
a 13 w.p.m. code speed. 


Smith asked me if there was a real 
shortage of VE's and are applicants being 
denied the opportunity to take the tests. 


license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old." 


This would allow Advanced Class volun- 
teers to administer the Technician and General 
Class, and Extra Class volunteers to give Ad- 
vanced and Extra tests. I can envision groups 
of Advanced VE's administering only the Tech- 
nician and General test sessions... and Extras’ 
administering Elements 4A, 4B and IC. I can't 
envision Advanced class teams administering 
only the Technician Class. 


Public Law 97-259 signed by President 
Reagan on September 13, 1982, allows the FCC 
to "accept and employ the voluntary and un- 
compensated services of any individual who 
holds an amateur station operator license of a 
higher class than the class license for which 
the examination is being conducted." Thus, 
according to the law approved by Congress, an 
Advanced Class amateur can not only admin- 
ister the General written examination but the 
13 w.p.m. code test as well. 


As far as there being a shortage of 
Extra Class examiners and are applicants being 
denied examinations... Our experience has been 
that there are many Extra Class accredited 
VE's that have chosen to remain inactive and, 
Yes, there is a shortage of active VE's. 


It was the FCC in implementing PL 97- 
259 that modified this in their Report and 
Order issued a year later (September 22, 1983.) 
After reviewing the comments, the Commission 
adopted rules which allowed the Technician/- 
General written (Element 3) examination to be 
administered by a team of three Advanced 
Class volunteer examiners. 


We get letters every day from appli- 
cants that want to be tested. We need more 
active Volunteer Examiners. Sad to say, but it 
appears that many VE's do not know where to 
start or lack the organizational ability to get 
testing going in their area. 


All Morse code tests, however, and the 
Advanced and Extra Class (Element 4A and 4B 
written) can only be administered by teams of 
Extra Class amateurs. So while teams of three 
Advanced Class amateurs can administer the 
Element 3 written, it still takes another team 
of three Extra Class amateurs to administer 
the 13-wpm code test. 


Another reason may be excessive "red 
tape" or (in our case) the previous high cost of 
testing materials. We have arranged with the 
West Radio School for testing materials to be 
available at a very low cost... Read on. 


Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 
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" IQ.M a YET TO APPEAR make-believe CW radio provides two-way fake 
DX contacts at varying audio levels and 
“Radio Marti," the U.S "news broadcasts"} speeds. Apparently it is a barrel of fun and 
scheduled to be beamed to Cuba, is still not on] you increase your code copying ability at the 
the air even though all barriers were removed | same time. "I don't think there are words to 
more than a year ago. Congress appropriated | describe just what Doctor DX will do for any 
$14 million for "Marti" in 1984 and $11 million | amateur," Goldwater wrote. 
for fiscal 1985. binant ny, 
The ARRL has filed two petitions for 
The AM broadcast station, named after a | rulemaking with the FCC. RM-4879 requests an 
Cuban revoluntionary hero, was to have started | amendment of the rules governing the Amateur 
broadcasting under the auspices of the Voice | Radio Service to permit automatic control of 
of America by now. The purpose of "Marti" is | amateur digital communications. RM-4880 asks 
to break the monopoly that the Cuban govern- | that Part 97.6l(a) be changed to allow F2 
ment has on news. The station will broadcast | emissions in the 29.500 to 29.700 MHz 10- 
from Marathon Key, Florida, on 1180 khz, a | meter subband. 
frequency shared with WHAM(AM) - Rochester 
NY. Marti's staff will be located in Washing- The FCC has adopted an Order making 
ton, DC, however. "editorial amendments" to Part 97. The changes 
are effective December 6, 1984 No comment 
Apparently the delay is caused _ by | period was authorized since the order "deleted 
bureaucratic "red tape." The VOA says they | obsolete terms, corrected omissions and pro- 
are having trouble getting security clearances | vided better editorial uniformity." Amendments 
for its newly recruited staff. About half of the | included Table of Contents changes and dele- 
178 staff positions have been filled. tions of references to the Conditional Class 
license, 160-meter LORAN provisions, and FCC 
The AM broadcast industry is bracing | examination points. The FCC also added a 200 
themselves for Cuban news beamed to the | kilometer radius (124 mile) 420-450 MHz RF 
United States once "Marti" becomes opera- | protection area adjacent to Warner Robins Air 
tional. Congress has approved a taxpayer paid | Force Base in Georgia. Amateurs in this zone 
"compensation plan" for U.S. broadcasters who | must operate with reduced power outputs (no 
are damaged by Cuban interference. more than 50 watts PEP) unless expressly auth- 


WS5YI REPORT..... 722° ,7’, 


ADVANCED ASS_ VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS 


Under present FCC policy, General Class 
amateurs (and higher) can administer the Nov- 
fice exam, and Advanced Class volunteers can 
give the Technician test. But it takes Extra 
Class level VE's to administer the General, 
Advanced and Extra Class amateur tests, which 
are, by far, the most popular examinations. 
And it is a fact that most testing sessions 
administer all examinations... Technician 
through Extra Class... which requires Extra 
Class volunteer examining teams. This is why 
we decided to accredit only Extra Class VE's 
in our own program. 


We received a letter from QCWA Vice 
President, Leland W. Smith W5KL, regarding 
the Volunteer Examining program. He said that 
the QCWA Board of Directors discussed the 
possibility of filing a petition with the FCC to 
lower the code speed requirements for General 
class licensees to 10 w.p.m. 


I do not own a significant 


I have never had my station or 


The primary purpose of the petition as, 
Smith understands it, would be to permit Ad- 
vanced Class licensees to give General Class 
examinations and "relieve what is rumored to 
be a serious shortage of Volunteer Examiners 
with Extra Class licenses." The thinking here is 
that since Advanced Class amateurs have 
passed 13 w.p.m. they could "legally" adminis- 
ter 10 w.p.m. since they have passed a higher 
speed. 


While a 10-wpm code test would cer- 
tainly be adequate for a General Class ama- 
teur, in my opinion a better petition to file 
would be one that asks the FCC to adhere to 
the origifal concept enacted by Congress... 
that being to allow Advanced Class amateurs 
to administer the 13-wpm code test since they 
hold a higher class license. Advanced is higher 
than General... even though they both require 
a 13 w.p.m. code speed. 


Smith asked me if there was a real 
shortage of VE's and are applicants being 
denied the opportunity to take the tests. 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 
interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 
license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old." 


operator license revoked or suspended. 


This would allow Advanced Class volun- 
teers to administer the Technician and General 
Class, and Extra Class volunteers to give Ad- 
vanced and Extra tests. I can envision groups 
of Advanced VE's administering only the Tech- 
nician and General test sessions... and Extras’ 
administering Elements 4A, 4B and IC. I can't 


Public Law 97-259 signed by President 
Reagan on September 13, 1982, allows the FCC 
to "accept and employ the voluntary and un- 
compensated services of any individual who 
holds an amateur station operator license of a 
higher class than the class license for which 
the examination is being conducted." Thus, 
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c_cee orized by the Commission. according to the law approved by Congress, an | envision Advanced class teams administering 
Advanced Class amateur can not only admin- | only the Technician Class. 
GOL e | : 3 ‘ , 
DWATER COPYING THE CODE AGAIN The following countries forbid radio com- ister the General written examination but the 


munication with amateurs in their jurisdiction: 


Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, may upgrade!'| q I Eib Patrice S 1 Rurk 
He is studying the code and using the AEA perce Rectan oa 1S Aa ain aad 


"Doctor DX" for a half an hour every evening. 
In a letter to Mike Lamb, N7ML, president of 
Advanced Electronic Applications, Goldwater 
said that he was "still having little problems 
copying as fast as I'd like to... I'm not up to 
20 words a minute yet. If I say on Doctor DX, 
I'm sure in the devil going to get there." 


As far as there being a shortage of 
Extra Class examiners and are applicants being 
denied examinations... Our experience has been 
that there are many Extra Class accredited 
VE's that have chosen to remain inactive and, 
Yes, there is a shortage of active VE's. 


13 w.p.m. code test as well. 


It was the FCC in implementing PL 97- 
259 that modified this in their Report and 
Order issued a year later (September 22, 1983.) 
After reviewing the comments, the Commission 
adopted rules which allowed the Technician/- 
General written (Element 3) examination to be 
administered by a team of three Advanced 
Class volunteer examiners. 


Special Canadian Navy amateur prefixes 
have been authorized by the DOC for both 


active and inactive Naval personnel. Between 
April Ist and May 31st, VE's may use CF, VO's 
can use VC, and CY for VY. The special pre- 
fixes commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 
Canadian Navy. 


We get letters every day from appli- 
cants that want to be tested. We need more 
active Volunteer Examiners. Sad to say, but it 
appears that many VE's do not know where to 
start or lack the organizational ability to get 
testing going in their area. 


Barry also mentioned another "new simu- 
lator for Morse training" that AEA is building Theecurrenteamateurspoputation: a! “Cane 
and asked to be notified when it was avail- ada eao7 covewietheg vencovincens! Ontario 
Boe i aay ii feeder SOD eR NDE /USENtO keep having the most: 8,633. There are twice as 
eevee ese Ode: many amateurs in California than all of Can- 
ada. The Canadian amateur service is growing, 
but only at a rate of 3-4% a year In 1983, 
21,822 were licensed in Canada; 1982, 21,225. 


All Morse code tests, however, and the 
Advanced and Extra Class (Element 4A and 4B 
written) can only be administered by teams of 
Extra Class amateurs. So while teams of three 
Advanced Class amateurs can administer the 
Element 3 written, it still takes another team 
of three Extra Class amateurs to administer 
the 13-wpm code test. 
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under The W5YI Report program. If so, please send a 


Another reason may be excessive "red 
tape" or (in our case) the previous high cost of 
testing materials. We have arranged with the 
West Radio School for testing materials to be 
available at a very low cost... Read on. 


"Doctor DX" takes amateurs on a make- 
believe DX-pedition. A microprocessor based 


Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 


copy of your Extra-Class license, this statement, and a-SASE 
to: W5YI - VEC, PO Box #10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 
You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 
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LOWER _ PRICE ON VE TESTING MATERIALS! 


The widespread availability of low price 
testing materials is a necessity if the Volun- 
teer Program is to be a success and the Ama- 
teur Radio Service is to grow. Our own VE 
program has been using the testing materials 
available from the West Radio School (Gordon 
West, WB6NOA; 2414 College Drive; Costa 
Mesa, CA - Tel: 714-549-5000.) 


Gordon teaches ham radio classes pro- 
fessionally and has excellent testing (and class- 
room teaching) materials. We feel it important 
that the amateur community know about these. 
In the past, Gordon has charged $9.95 for each 
license class test set and code test tape. Each 
examination (both written and code) has ten 
versions each. The written examinations are 
according to the FCC's Study Guide and test 
selection protocol which requires a specified 
number of questions from each topic. Each ver- 
sion has a serial number "A" through "J." We 
simply advise our VE's which test version to 
administer. 


Effective January 1, 1985, the West 
Radio School "VE Test Set" will cost $10.00 


for the entire battery of written examinations 
and code test tapes. (Include an additional 
$3.00 postage) This is 30 versions of tests and 
3 cassette tapes. Gordon says that this Is 
under his cost, but he wants this as his contri- 
bution to the Volunteer Program. 


The VE Test Set includes: 
WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 
Element 3 (Tech/General)- 10 versions. 
Element 4A (Advanced) - 10 versions. 
Element 4B (Extra Class)- 10 versions. 


examinations for each 
license class contains a confidential answer 
sheet. All tests are in multiple choice format. 
Once a examination is selected by the VEC for 
administration, the original is photocopied. 


The written 


MORSE CODE EXAMINATIONS 

Novice 5-wpm Test Tape - 10 versions. 
General 13-wpm Test Tape-10 versions. 
Extra Class 20-wpm Test Tape-10 versions. 


The cassette code tapes contain numer- 
ous 5 minute QSOs to prevent memorization. 
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Each QSO is preceded by a one minute warm- 
up period. The test tapes use the FCC's pub- 
lished code transmission protocol. All of the 
instructions to the applicant are right on the 
tape. 


Since Gordon has reduced the VE Test 
Set package price to $10.00 for everything, we 
are discontinuing the use of all previous single 
version amateur radio operator examinations to 
prevent the test being compromised. The VE 
Test Sets are sold ONLY to accredited Volun- 
teer Examiners. 


Ham class instructors (and applicants as 
well) would do well to use the West Radio 
School's FCC Test Guides. These "key" on all 
of the exact questions in the FCC approved 
pool. The cost of these manuals is $19.95 each 
for the Element 3 (Tech/General), Element 4A 
(Advanced) or Element 4B (Amateur Extra | 
Class.) We have seen these manuals and they 
are excellent. Every (ARRL version) question/- 
correct answer/distractor (wrong answer) is 
covered along with a reference as to where 
the correct answer is to be found. It is, by far, 
the best study material we have seen. 


If any reader knows of other commercial- 
ly available multiple-version testing materials, 
let us know so we can approve these also for 
administration. 
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ON THE ARRL PAY-SCALE WE _PUBLISHED.... 


We received a "Press Release" from Bill 
Pasternak, WAG6ITF, of the Westlink Radio Net- 
work, concerning the ARRL Pay Scale that we 
published in our December 15th Report. 


This press release (which went to all 
amateur publications) said that "If you have 
received a copy of what is claimed as being an 
official pay-scale list taken from the ARRL 
Headquarters bulletin board, be aware that this 
material is well out of date and therefore in 
error." Westlink also got a copy and Pasternak 
says that their investigation showed "it was 
accurate only for the 1978 fiscal year." Past- 
ernak said that this was confirmed to him by 
Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, League General Manager. 


for an updated "accurate appraisal." 


I contacted the League, but Dave was 
tied up and couldn't talk to me. I later phoned 
him at his home and reached a recording. 


Dave returned my call on the weekend. 
The question that I had for Dave was "Why 
would an outdated pay-scale be published on 
the League bulletin board in the first place." 
Sumner acknowledged that the pay scale was 
there, but that it was an old one that he had 
taken down several times over the years - only 
to have it returned there by "someone." He 
didn't know who. Oe 


THIRD PARTY & RECIPROCAL OPERATIONS 


The following is a current list of 
countries that have third party traffic and 


reciprocal operating privileges with the United 
States and Canadian amateurs. 


* = Automatic 
Reciprosity (No 
permit required) 


3rd Party 
Traffic 
U.S./Canada 


Antigua & Barbuda X Xx 
Argentina X 
Australia Xx x 
Austria 

The Bahamas 
Barbados 

Belgium 

Belize 

Bolivia 

1 Rep. of Botswana 
Brazil 

Canada (*) 

Chile 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
Denmark 

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Fiji 

Finland 

France 

The Gambia 

Ghana 

Greece 

Grenada 
Guatemala 


Reciprocal 


Operating: 
U.S./ Canada 


THE W5YI REPORT; 1020 Byron Lane; Arlington, TX - 76012 
xx KKK 


Note our new phone number... (817) 461-6443 


(postpaid) from: 
x x x KK ! 
<x «x «KKK KKK KKK KK 


xx *xxxxxxxK™x x 
xxx xxx I x 


~*~ 
KKK KKK XK 


A ers 
x x 
xxx 
xxx 
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3rd Party Reciprocal 
Traffic Operating: 
U.S./Canada_ U.S./ Canada 
Guyana x x 
Fed.Rep./Germany 
Haiti x 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Rep. of Ireland 
Israel Xx 4 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Jordan 
Kiribati 
Kuwait 
Liberia x 
Luxembourg 
Rep. of Malta 
Mexico x 
Monaco 
Netherlands Antilles 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua Xx X 
Northern Ireland 
Norway 
Rep. of Panama X 
Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay X 
Peru Xx 
Philippines 
Rep. of Poland 
Portugal 
St. Lucia Xx 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Solomon Islands 
Spain 
St.Vincent/Grenadines X 
Suriname 
Swaziland x 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Tuvalu 
United Kingdom 
United States (*) - 
Uruguay X 
Venezuela xX 
Xx 


xx KK KK KK KK MK 


x >« «KKK KKK KK MK HK HK OM 


x 
x x 


x xX 
— x KK KK KK KK KKK 


Se Res Oe SOS. PG) RPS 5, pone en OPS es 


x 

x KX x 
xx mK 1 KK KKK 
x >< 


xx KKM 


Yugoslavia 
4ULITU/Geneva 


LOWER PRICE ON VE TESTING MATERIALS! 


The widespread availability of low price 
testing materials is a necessity if the Volun- 
teer Program is to be a success and the Ama- 
teur Radio Service is to grow. Our own VE 
program has been using the testing materials 
available from the West Radio School (Gordon 
West, WB6NOA; 2414 College Drive; Costa 
Mesa, CA - Tel: 714-549-5000.) 


Gordon teaches ham radio classes pro- 
fessionally and has excellent testing (and class- 
room teaching) materials. We feel it important 
that the amateur community know about these. 
In the past, Gordon has charged $9.95 for each 
license class test set and code test tape. Each 
examination (both written and code) has ten 
versions each. The written examinations are 
according to the FCC's Study Guide and test 
selection protocol which requires a specified 
number of questions from each topic. Each ver- 
sion has a serial number "A" through "J." We 
simply advise our VE's which test version to 
administer. 


Effective January 1, 1985, the West 
Radio School "VE Test Set" will cost $10.00 


for the entire battery of written examinations 
and code test tapes. (Include an additional 
$3.00 postage) This is 30 versions of tests and 
3 cassette tapes. Gordon says that this is 
under his cost, but he wants this as his contri- 
bution to the Volunteer Program. 


The VE Test Set includes: 
WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 
Element 3 (lech/General)- 10 versions. 
Element 4A (Advanced) - 10 versions. 
Element 4B (Extra Class)- 10 versions. 


The written examinations for each 
license class contains a confidential answer 
sheet. All tests are in multiple choice format. 
Once a examination is selected by the VEC for 
administration, the original is photocopied. 


MORSE CODE EXAMINATIONS 

Novice 5-wpm Test Tape - 10 versions. 
General 13-wpm Test Tape-10 versions. 
Extra Class 20-wpm Test Tape-1l0 versions. 


The cassette code tapes contain numer- 
ous 5 minute QSOs to prevent memorization. 
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Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, League General Manager. 
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Each QSO is preceded by a one minute warm- 
up period. The test tapes use the FCC's pub- 
lished code transmission protocol. All of the 
instructions to the applicant are right on the 
tape. 


Since Gordon has reduced the VE Test 
Set package price to $10.00 for everything, we 
are discontinuing the use of all previous single 
version amateur radio operator examinations to 
prevent the test being compromised. The VE 
Test Sets are sold ONLY to accredited Volun- 
teer Examiners. 


Ham class instructors (and applicants as 
well) would do well to use the West Radio 
School's FCC Test Guides. These "key" on all 
of the exact questions in the FCC approved 
pool. The cost of these manuals is $19.95 each 
for the Element 3 (Tech/General), Element 4A 
(Advanced) or Element 4B (Amateur Extra 
Class.) We have seen these manuals and they 
are excellent. Every (ARRL version) question/- 
correct answer/distractor (wrong answer) is 
covered along with a reference as to where 
the correct answer is to be found. It is, by far, 
the best study material we have seen. 


If any reader knows of other commercial- 
ly available multiple-version testing materials, 
let us know so we can approve these also for 
administration. 
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ON THE ARRL PAY-SCALE WE PUBLISHED.... 


We received a "Press Release" from Bill 
Pasternak, WA6ITF, of the Westlink Radio Net- 
work, concerning the ARRL Pay Scale that we 
published in our December 15th Report. 


This press release (which went to all 
amateur publications) said that "If you have 
received a copy of what is claimed as being an 
official pay-scale list taken from the ARRL 
Headquarters bulletin board, be aware that this 
material is well out of date and therefore in 
error." Westlink also got a copy and Pasternak 
says that their investigation showed "it was 
accurate only for the 1978 fiscal year." Past- 
ernak said that this was confirmed to him by 


He suggested that publications contact Dave 
for an updated "accurate appraisal." 
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WINTER CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW 


The CES got underway this past week- 
end. It was Atari that stole the show! They 
introduced three powerful new home computers 
that will compete directly with the MacIntosh, 
but at about a third of the price! The #130ST 


#520ST (512K - $599) will be sold by mass 


Target. The micros use the same Motorola 32 
bit 68000 microprocessor as the Mac. The 
Atari booth was the busiest at the show. The 
units have built in "windowing" software and a 
user-friendly scheme. The 130ST with a drive 
and color monitor will cost about $800 com- 
pared to $1800 for the B/W MacIntosh. Soft- 
ware availability, however, could be a problem. 


Commodore debuted their well publicized 
- but tardy - Commodore 128 (128K version of 


the "64") Their answer to the "Mac"... the 
$1000 "Amiga"... will be introduced within 90 
days. 
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VOLUNTEER EXAMINER REMINDER.... 


The new VE rules require that every vol- 
/ unteer examiner that accepts reimbursement 
for out-of-pocket expenses must forward a cer- 
tification to the VEC before January 15. If you 


teur radio operator tests administered after 
September 1 (the effective date of expense 
recoupment) through the end of 1984 you must 
send the following signed certification: 


"All expenses for the period September 
1, 1984, through December 31, 1984, 
associated with the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice Volunteer Examination Program for 
which reimbursement was obtained were 
necessarily and prudently incurred." 


It is not necessary that you send a de- 
tailed financial statement to your VEC. The 
VEC is required to remove the accreditation of 
any VE that accepts reimbursement that fails 
to forward a certification. The VEC must also 
notify the FCC's Compliance Branch in Wash- 
ington of any VE disaccredited. All certifica- 
tions are forwarded by the VEC to the FCC in 
Gettysburg (along with his own certification) 
by January 31, 1985. 
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GEARVAKf PUBLISHES WINTER EDITION 


GEARVAKf is at it again. This time we 
are on the receiving end. GEARVAKf stands 
for the Greater Enon Amateur Radio Vention 
and Kite fly. Its a nutty group that randomly 
publishes a newsletter that spoofs amateur 
radio. It's headed up by Joe Ventolo, K8DMZ, 
who is actually a historian and writer for the 
Air Force at Wright Paterson AFB _ near 
Dayton. 


Their winter edition is a pink "W5YIPES 
RETORT - Bits & Dit Pits. December 35th 
edition" There are all sorts of useless info in 
it. (Criteria for VE's... definitions such as: 
Antenna Feed--a mixture of powdered alumi- 
num, Kibbles & Bits and cod liver oil; Push- 
Pull Amplifier--An amplifier with handles on 
each end; Polarization--the sticking together 
of CW characters in an extremely cold envir- 
onment... you get the idea.) 


There is also an interview that I sup- 
posedly do with a staffer of Walter Mondale, 
upset winner over Ronald Reagan about Mon- 
dale's views on amateur radio. A new product 
ireport is done on "Dr. Ragchew" the voice ver- 
sion of "Dr. DX." 


If you want a copy of this foolishness 
(and I had absolutely nothing to do with it) 


Ventolo K8DMZ; 356 Coronado Trail; Enon, OH 
45323 
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POSTAGE RATES GOING UP_IN FEBRUARY 


If our information is correct, postage 
rates will increase an average of 9% next 
month. Even the popular Express Mail costs 
will be going up for the first time in four 
years. The Postal Service Board of Governors 
has approved the cost of a first-class stamp in- 
creasing to 22 cents. 


Second class mailings... mostly news- 
papers and magazines... as well as third class 
commercial bulk mail will jump about 14%. Sup- 
posedly this increase will place the Postal Ser- 
vice on a "break even" basis. The U.S.P.S. lost 
5453 million in the year ending September 30, 
1984, Postage costs are one of our largest 
expenses. 


— 


